Okeechobee F.C. Youth Soccer Scholarship Program Guidelines
Okeechobee F.C. believes every child should have the opportunity to play soccer, regardless of financial circumstances. Our scholarship program provides financial assistance to qualifying families to help cover registration and training fees.
Because our annual scholarship fund is limited, awards are granted based on verified financial need and the availability of club funds.

1. Eligibility Criteria & Income Thresholds
Scholarships are evaluated using a tiered system based on gross annual household income and family size.
· Tier 1 (75% Fee Reduction): Gross annual household income under $40,000.
· Tier 2 (50% Fee Reduction): Gross annual household income between $40,000 and $65,000.
· Tier 3 (25% Fee Reduction): Gross annual household income between $65,001 and $75,000, or families experiencing temporary financial hardships.
Note: Families are responsible for paying the remaining balance of their player's fees according to an approved payment plan.
2. Covered Expenses vs. Out-of-Pocket Costs
To ensure our fund supports as many players as possible, scholarships apply strictly to base fees.
· What is Covered: Base registration and seasonal training fees.
· What is EXCLUDED: Personal gear and team travel expenses.
3. Application Options & Deadlines
Families may apply for either a full-year package or on a rolling, per-season basis.
· Full-Year Application (3 Seasons): Covers the entire soccer year.
· Deadline: Applications must be submitted 4 weeks prior to the start of the Fall season.
· Per-Season Application (Single Season): Covers one individual season. Available for players joining mid-year or families needing temporary assistance.
· Deadline: Applications must be submitted 2 weeks prior to the start of the specific season.

4. Required Supporting Documentation
Applications will not be reviewed without proof of income. Please provide one of the following documents:
· Most recent federal income tax return (Page 1 of IRS Form 1040).
· An official verification letter from the public school district for the Free and Reduced Price Lunch Program.
· Proof of current enrollment in public assistance programs (e.g., SNAP, Medicaid, or TANF).
· For Hardship Requests: A letter explaining sudden financial changes (e.g., medical debt, job loss) along with supporting bills or termination notices.
5. Recipient Expectations & Commitment
To maintain scholarship status throughout the year, recipient families and players must meet the following club standards:
· Player Attendance: Players must maintain at least an 80% attendance rate for all scheduled practices and games.
· GPA Requirements: Players must maintain a 2.0 GPA in school to remain eligible for the program.
· Code of Conduct: Players and parents must consistently adhere to the club’s behavioral standards and code of conduct. Failure to do so may result in immediate revocation of the scholarship.

